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APIARY NOTES - Tim Bullock
February and March are the mostly likely times that colonies could run out of food. If in any doubt
feed them (fondant not syrup). As we start to get some warmer spells and the days are lengthening
workers will start getting brood cells ready for the queen to lay in if she hasn’t already started. This
requires more energy and when she does start laying the brood temperature will rise needing even
more energy so stores will be used up at a faster rate than the last couple of months. As a general
rule a colony will use about 1 kg stores in Jan, 2 kg in Feb and 4 kg in March. This is why feeding and
checking the amount of food a colony has got is really important.
If you want to check if you have brood, then put the mite board in for a few days and see what
colour the capping are. The more ‘biscuit’ coloured cappings are from emerging brood.
Honey/stores cappings are whiter/light beige. If you see bees bringing in pollen then that’s a good
sign of brood needing feeding.
Make sure entrances are clear of dead bees so that the flyers can get out. It’s also worth cutting back
dead vegetation that’s close to the hive to give a clear flight path in and out.
If any hives need moving this is about the latest that the 3 feet or three miles rule apply. It’s unlikely
that bees would return to the old site if only moved a short distance.
If in any doubt feed your colonies.

AGM 2021
This was held on 25.11.21. Apologies for not sending out the minutes yet - due to unforeseen circumstances.
These will be emailed in the next few days.

NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS
We have three new committee members – Juliette Cavilla, Mick Carter and Justin Downes. Juliette and Justin
took part in a Taster Day last year and are now looking forward to becoming beekeepers. Those of you who
attend the Club’s monthly meetings will know Mick who has been a member for several years and is active
in helping at the Lydiard Apiary.

BRYAN HOPPER TROPHY 2021
After the AGM Tim presented the trophy to Kathy Hobson thanking her for the work she does for SDBKA

NEXT MEETING 27.1.22
Tony Awdry and colleagues will be coming to talk to the Club regarding the potential WBKA Charity Status
prior to the SGM in March. This affects all members so please try to come to the meeting
We are looking into the possibility of offering the choice of attending via Zoom – this will be confirmed in
the next few days

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
New Committee member Justin Downes has agreed to take over producing the monthly Newsletter from
February.

MEMBERSHIP – REMINDER
Membership Renewals were due 1.10.21. Please find attached the form. Please note that the completed
form should be returned to Kathy either by post or email.
In order to keep our records up to date if you do not return your form by 28.2.22 it will be assumed you
will not be renewing your membership. You can if course re-join at a later date.

MEETINGS
Meetings are held in the Skittle Alley at the Haydon Wick Club, Blunsdon Road, Swindon SN25 1JD, on the
last Thursday of the month, start time 7.30pm.
Future Meetings :
We are in the process of arranging speakers etc for the rest of 2022. If you have any suggestions for
speakers/demos etc please let Kathy Hobson know,

Anything odd or unusual (or just anything!!!) to add to the
Newsletter will be gratefully received

