July 2018 Newsletter
President: Bryan Hopper
Committee members 2018
Mike Benson
Tim Bullock
Ian Cowdy
Stephen Greenaway
Clive Harris
Kathy Hobson
Andy Jones
Nicola Perrett
Christopher Wilkinson

Chairman
Editor - Newsletter
Vice Chairman, Spray and swarm liaison.
Treasurer
Secretary, membership secretary.

Next Meeting 26.7.18 – 1930 hrs at Park Farm.
There will be no meeting at Haydon Wick but members are invited to the new satellite apiary at
Park Farm in Lydiard Tregoze.
Please bring your beesuits as we will open the two colonies to see how they have settled to the
new site! Suits will be available for those without their own
There are no facilities at this site, bring water or whatever as it will still be quite warm and sunny at
the new site.
Park Farm is in Hook Street and can be accessed via Hook to the West or Windmill Hill to the
East. Please do not use the main farm entrance but look for the S&DBKA signs which will be in
place.
Apiary tasks
The weather as lovely as most of you find it now has a negative effect on our beekeeping! The
flowers that the bees forage on are now dying out from lack of water and consequently the nectar
flows are drying up as well. As the available forage disappears the Queens laying rates slow down
and colonies start to fill empty brood cells with stores in preparation for the end of the season. So
now is the time to think about how much honey you can safely remove leaving enough for the
winter. Once this is done treat your colonies for Varroa after carrying out a Varroa count.
Training and Education
If you are considering any form of training or further education to improve your beekeeping skills
then please contact any committee member.
Club logo clothing
Nicola Perrett holds a small stock of fleeces, polo and sweat shirts. If you would like to purchase
one please contact her at nicola.perrett@btinternet.com

Taking beekeeping to young school children
Mike Benson and Richard Bunce have visited St Francis’ school in Tor Hill three times now to give
demonstrations and talks about our craft. Mike reported that the children were extremely
interested and enjoyed seeing the observation hive built by Richard. Hopefully at least one child
will remember this and become a beekeeper in due course.
Apiary at Twigs
The two colonies at TWIGS are doing well. Stephen Greenaway and Kathy Hobson ran a Taster
Day at TWIGS a few weeks ago. Hopefully all those who attended will become beekeepers in the
future. If any one would like to help out at the TWIGS apiary please contact Kathy Hobson.
Apiary at Lydiard Tregoze
We now have two colonies at this secondary site on Park Farm. Thank you to all who offered help
and those that were able to turn up to help clear the site and lay slabs for the stands.We have 24/7
access to this facility and intend to run the apiary as another training site where we can perform
beekeeping tasks at any time without the restriction of gates being locked on us.
TWIGS Open days
22 July 2018 1pm to 5pm
Although these are primarily Twigs days we do open the beekeeping shed so visitors can view the
apiary. This requires help from members who are prepared to answer questions related to
beekeeping. You can of course sell your own honey at the same time.
Tim Bullocks extreme swarm collecting
Mondays rarely go according to plan and this week was no exception. I got a phone call from one
of the workers at Estcourt estate just outside Tetbury saying that a limb had come down on an oak
tree in the park and there seems to be a swarm of bees in it. So off I trundle to try and collect it
not sure if the swarm was up the trunk or on the ground in the branch……….
Luckily it turns out that the swarm are in the branch on the ground, unluckily the entrance hole (an
old long gone branch knot hole) was right on the ground and so no access. A quick call to the
estate manager and a tractor arrives to turn the limb over with the front loader. Now the fun part
starts!!!
It turns out that the ‘swarm’ is a well-established colony occupying 3-4 feet of the rotten limb
(which explains why it came down), so further phone calls get me Brian and his chainsaw. Luckily
for him I’d brought a spare beesuit with me which he just about fitted into. Access to the colony
was soon gained and comb and bee removal started. Lots shaken directly into my nuc then the
rest were shaken onto a sheet in front. Bees happily walked in so looking good. I was intrigued by
how interested they were in my tool box – does have my queen marking kit in there so were they
smelling some old queen pheromones?
Left the nuc in place until late Monday evening then brought home and placed straight into a full
sized hive, just as well as they were a bit cramped on 6 frames. With no idea of whether there
was a queen or not I gave them a frame of eggs and brood on Tuesday. Plan is to check for
queen cells tomorrow (Saturday). So far they have consumed 2 litres sugar syrup so hopefully
lots of comb is being drawn out. Lots of foraging happening, including bringing in pollen.
Many thanks to Ian for the phone advice and support during my 4 hour collection and also to
Jennie (works on the estate) for bring the cups of tea!

BBC Buzz link
Mark Togher sent his link to one of the BBC audio books which members may want to listen to,
only available until the end of the month.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0b86qyz
Club meetings
Meetings are held on the last Thursday of the month throughout the year except December.
Venue is in the Skittle Alley at the Haydon Wick Club, Blunsdon Road, Swindon SN25 1JD.
Start time 1930 hrs
Last Meeting
Jenny Hawkin – Bee products and health benefits. A very enjoyable and informative presentation
and discussion by Jenny, meeting was well attended by members.
26th July
30th August
27th September
25th October
29th November
11th December

NO MEETING AT HAYDON WICK -Visit the new apiary at Lydiard Tregoze,
see details above
Ron Hoskins – Small hive Beetle
SDBKA Honey show and quiz night
SDBKA AGM and open forum
Beekeeping DVD
Skittles (date to be confirmed)

Above list will be subject to change depending on availability of speakers.
Any suggestions for talks etc. please pass to Kathy Hobson or Mike Benson
If you have anything related to beekeeping or something unusual please send to me so it can be
included in future newsletters.
Ian Cowdy ian.cowdy@btinternet.com

